)/. A method for i 
apparatus comprising 
makin 
material; and 

providing 
components to 
visual to a user b 




CLAIMS 

ilhjminating one or more components of a data-entry 
tile steps of: 

one or more components of optically transmissive 



a luminescent sheet underlying said one or more 
provide an intensity of illumination to said components 
the apparatus. 




The method of c 
providing 



intensity of light 



The method of c 



aim 1 further comprising the steps of; 

a photosensitive device to control the intensity of 



illumination pro/ided by said luminescent sheet in response to an 



in an environment external to said apparatus. 



i im 1, further comprising the steps of: 
providing £ n intensity control device to enable the user of said 
apparatus to vaiy the intensity of illumination provided by said 
luminescent sheei 

The method of clainTB., wherein luminescent sheets of different colors 
illuminate different components of said apparatus. 

■ % 

The method of clainj/I, wherein different ones of said components may 
be tinted with different colors to emit light of different colors. 




6. The method of claim 1 
comprise phosphors of diffeijent 



wherein different ones of said components may 
colors to emit light of different colors. 
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A method for ill uminating keys of a data-entry apparatus comprising 
the steps of: 

making s prfd kevj/ of an optically transmissive material; 
providing; ^ne or more flexible luminescent sheets underlying 
said keys to pre vide an intensity of illumination to said keys visual to 
a user of the ap paratus. 

{ 1$ 

8. The method of claim^r, wherein different keys or groups of keys are 
illuminated by different colors by providing luminescent sheets that emit light 
of different colors underlying different keys or groups of keys. 

1*4 

9. The method of claim^K wherein different keys or groups of keys are 
tinted with different colors to provide illuminated keys or groups of keys that 
emit light of different colors. 



10. The method of claim 7,wherein different keys or groups of keys are 
made of optically transimsslve materials comprising phosphors that emit light 
of different color^^to provide keys or groups of keys that emit light of 
different colors 

The method of claim 7, farther comprising the step of: 

providing an opti/ally transmissive top plate with a surface and 
eas through which said keys extend. 




The methoc 
to emit light of a^ 



'of < 



.1, wherein said top plate comprises phosphors 



5sired jcolor. 



k3. The method of cl$m 11, wherein said top plate is tinted to emit light 
of a desired color. 
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The method of claim tfl, further comprising the step of: 

providing one pv more luminescent sheets underlying said top 
plate to provide illumination of said top plate visual to said user. 



one or more illuminated components 




A data-entry app$ 
comprising: 

one or mdvf components comprising an optically transmissive 
material; and 

a flexiblfe luminescent sheet underlying said one or more 
components to/provide an intensity of illumination to said components 
visual to a us4r of the apparatus. 



The apparatus of claim 115 further comprising: 

a photosensitive /device to control the intensity of illumination 
provided by said luminescent sheet in response to an intensity of light 
in an environment external to said apparatus. 



17. The apparatus of cleim 15, further comprising: 

an intensity cfontrol device to enable a user of said apparatus to 
vary the intensity (/f illumination provided by said luminescent sheet. 

The apparatus of (claim wherein luminescent sheets of different 
colors illuminate different components of said apparatus. 

& ^ 

The method of claim 16, wherein said luminescent sheet is adhered to 
an underlying surface of one of said one or more components. 

"--7^-7-— 





L 



keys of an op$£Siy transmissive material; 
one or mop^eJome luminescent sheets underlying said keys to 
provide an ijafensity of illumination to said keys visual to a user of the 
apparata 




Jift. The apparatus of clain^ft, wherein different keys or groups of keys 
emit light of different colors. 



22. The apparatus of claim/ 20, wherein one or more of said keys are made 
of an optically transmissivc/material comprising phosphors. 




2&f The apparatus of claim 2|t), further comprising: 

an optically transmissive key board top plate. 

The' apparatus of clainy 21, wherein said top plate emits light of a 
desire(Lcolor. 

The apparatus of claiirf 24, further comprising; 

one or more luminescent sheets underlying said top plate to 
provide illuminaj/fan (ff^aid top plate visual to said user. 

An illuminatea mousfe comprising: 

one or more Components comprising an optically transmissive 
material; and 

a flexible luminescent sheet underlying said one or more 
components to provide an intensity of illumination to said components 
visual to a user of the apparatus. 
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